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THE JOURNEY OF FAITH WITH

Fr. Matthew Oakland
Questions and Queries
I often get asked questions—about me, my background, why or how I do certain things, etc.
Not surprisingly, many people have the same questions. And then there are those who just
never get around to asking, for any number of reasons. One that I have been asked on
several occasions is about music in the Liturgy. “Why do you sing so much?”
The answer is a simple one—because I am supposed too!
Cardinal Sarah, the head of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments, recently spoke at a conference in London. He said,
“Please permit me to mention some other small ways which can also contribute to a more faithful
implementation of Sacrosanctum Concilium. One is that we must sing the liturgy, we must sing the liturgical
texts, respecting the liturgical traditions of the Church and rejoicing in the treasury of sacred music that is ours,
most especially that music proper to the Roman rite, Gregorian chant.”
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM), the official ‘How To’ book of the Mass, has an entire section
titled The Importance of Singing. “Great importance should therefore be attached to the use of singing in the
celebration of the Mass.” (40) It also quotes St. Augustine: Cantare Amantis Est—Singing is for one who loves.
Singing is nothing new in the Church. The Church inherited the Psalms as our first song book, and with it, the stylized way of
singing them which Judaism had protected throughout the centuries. Rejecting the various forms of their neighbors, they
wished to keep a tradition unique to themselves. As the Church grew, she faced that same challenge—to hold onto the
treasure, and yet be open to newness. What emerged was St. Gregory the Great’s chant tradition of the 6th century, later
supplemented by polyphony and later still, hymnody. The Second Vatican Council proclaimed that “the musical tradition of
the universal Church is a treasure of inestimable value, greater even than that of any other art.” (SC 112)
For the vast majority of the past 2,000 years, the various parts of the Mass have been sung by the priest and the lay faithful.
In the 19th century this practice began to wane, and in the 1903 Pope Pius X began a movement to restore it. Throughout
the 20th century, time and again the importance of sung liturgical prayer was highlighted, including at Vatican II. Musicam
Sacram, the document the Council issued on music in the Liturgy, contains these words in its opening lines:
“Indeed, through this form [sung liturgical prayer], prayer is expressed in a more attractive way, the mystery of
the Liturgy, with its hierarchical and community nature, is more openly shown, the unity of hearts is more
profoundly achieved by the union of voices, minds are more easily raised to heavenly things by the beauty of
the sacred rites, and the whole celebration more clearly prefigures that heavenly Liturgy which is enacted in the
holy city of Jerusalem.”
It then states: “Pastors of souls will therefore do all they can to achieve this form of celebration.” (5)
So there you have it. Why do I sing parts of the Mass? Because I am supposed too. Because music is an integral part of the
Roman Rite. Our Liturgy is unique. We often say that the Church is Universal. The Church doesn't just exist throughout the
world, through different times and amongst different cultures, but it has a culture that is its own—one we receive from Jesus
Christ. Our unity comes from our ritual texts and musical forms which are unique—they are our own. Growth doesn't come
from starting afresh, but from nourishing and pruning the vine. And this is our goal—to all be drawn into Christ, and into
Heaven. This is why He founded the Church, that the worship of God might flourish always and everywhere, and that we
might receive the graces He has in store for us.
The GIRM guides which parts are of most
importance and should be sung, and those of lesser
importance which can be sung, also highlighting the
difference between solemnities such as Sundays
and weekday Liturgies.
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So, in case you were wondering, that is why I sing
some of the prayers—because it is a part of our
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GROWING IN CHRIST

Holy Rosary Catholic School—SPIRIT AND MIND ignited
At Holy Rosary School, tradition and innovation converge to provide leading-edge education
that is grounded in the Catholic faith. Students are engaged by enthusiastic teachers who
provide hands-on curricula designed to spark creativity and encourage critical thinking. Each
child is given room to discover and develop their own unique gifts. At every grade level, faith meets action through
service and the teaching of compassion and social justice. Holy Rosary’s tight-knit community of passionate teachers
and engaged parents creates a safe place where students become leaders from the inside out.
HOLY ROSARY SCHOOL AT A GLANCE…
 102 years educating (founded in 1913)
 454 total enrollments (preschool through eighth grade)
 16:1 Student/Teacher ratio K-8 (average class size is 23 with two classes per grade)
 20% Students of color
 71% Faculty hold advanced degrees
 9 specialists
 11 elective classes
 15 extra-curricular activities
For more information, contact the School Office: 206-937-7255 or info@holyrosaryws.org.
PARISH & COMMUNITY NEWS

From our readings today we heard:
“Here is one who has labored with wisdom and
knowledge and skill, and yet to another who has not
labored over it, he must leave property.”
~Ecclesiastes 2:21
In life, we appreciate your generosity and support which
allows our ministries and programs to function. Right
before I arrived we had two parishioners (or former
parishioners) who died and who included Holy Rosary
Parish or School in their wills. The legal components of
one is complete, and the school now has a financial aid
scholarship fund per the families wishes, which will help
us to make Catholic education affordable for individuals
for whom it might otherwise be impossible. Some of the
monies have come in for the one for the parish, and the
rest should come in in the coming months. They will be
used for capital projects. I have mentioned that we have
part of the money for the Bell Tower Project on hand –
this is possible because of the gift of a parishioner.
Consider including Holy Rosary Parish and/or School in
your will, helping us to continue our work and mission for
centuries to come. If you wish to do so, please be sure to
include the correct legal name: “the Corporation of the
Catholic Archbishop of Seattle, d.b.a. Holy Rosary Parish,
Seattle, WA.” Thank you.

Senior Ministry is On The Road Again!
Mark your calendars for August 5 as we head to
Mt. St. Vincent for a Neil Diamond Tribute concert! Bus
will board at 5pm and return at 7:30pm. Dinner service
begins at 5:30pm with music from 6pm to 7:30pm. For
questions and to reserve a spot on the bus, call Barbara
at 206-735-0597.

Safe Environment Classes Scheduled for Fall
at Holy Rosary
 Tuesday, September 06 @ 6:30pm School Hall

OR
 Wednesday, September 07 @ 6:30pm School Hall

All volunteers who have not attended the initial threehour class must attend! You can check your status,
register for a class, or submit a background check
through the Virtus website at www.virtusonline.org/
virtus. Any questions? Contact Melissa at the Parish
Office.
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PARISH & COMMUNITY NEWS

A Note from Fr. Oakland
th

Part-Time Choir Director

June 30 marked the end of the Fiscal Year. The staff
and I are busy preparing the Archdiocesan Annual
Report on the Parish which is due in the middle of
August. We will also be compiling an Annual Report to
the parish. This will be published and distributed by
October. But the staff and I need your help. There is an
incredible amount of good that is happening in our
parish. We need your help to tell the story of the last
fiscal year, July 2015-June 2016. We are looking for the
parish groups and apostolates to submit a couple of
highlights from the year. We don’t have lots of space to
give each group (a few lines only), but it is important to
give a glimpse of our entire community and the many
facets of life that can be found here. Feel free to submit
pictures as well.

Holy Rosary is seeking a new .25 FTE choir director for its
8:30AM Sunday Mass and some Feast Days throughout
the year. The choir sings from September through the
beginning of June. Supported primarily by our MP Moller
pipe organ, the choir’s repertoire includes a variety of
traditional music, from Gregorian Chant and the
occasional polyphony to classics and the hymnody of
today. The successful candidate will be a practicing
Catholic with a love of the Sacred Liturgy and an advanced
degree in music or a related field. To better enable this
individual to recruit, form and lead the choir at their
rehearsals and at Mass, the candidate should have at least
three years’ experience in a similar setting. For more
information or to submit a resume and application, contact
Gary Samaniego: gsamaniego@holyrosaryseattle.org.

Also, in September we are going to spend a few weeks
focusing on the gift of our Time and Talent, the
opportunities within our parish, and the opportunity to
find out more or sign up. On September 10/11, after all
Masses, ministries and apostolates are invited to set up
a display in the Parish Hall to highlight your work. More
information will be coming, but if you would like some
space, please RSVP so we can plan accordingly. We will
also be compiling a booklet of the various ministries and
opportunities. Submit a few sentences that encompass
who you are and what you do, and a contact name,
phone number and email address. Thanks for your help,
and for all you do!

Seattle Monastic Men’s Retreat
in British Columbia

Registration for High School
Confirmation is open!
Baptized Juniors and Seniors in High
School are invited to be Confirmed.
Please register with the Parish for
Confirmation Preparation via the parish
webpage. The High School Confirmation
Program includes a formation process that culminates
with the Mass of Confirmation, celebrated with a bishop
of our Archdiocese in February 2017. In addition to
registration please plan on attending the orientation
meeting in the fall. Preparation will begin in the fall and
goes into the winter. If you would like more information
please email jwong@holyrosaryseattle.org.
 Confirmation Information Gathering – Parents and
Teens: Sep 18 at 12pm in the Parish Center
Reception Room
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Monastic Weekend with the Benedictine Monks of
Westminster Abbey, Mission, B.C., August 12, 13, 14. The
Benedictine monks are very devout and the services and
facilities are first rate. Immerse yourself in the lives of the
Monks and experience religious life for 48 hours in the
beautiful British Columbia countryside overlooking the
Frasier River and come away recharged in Christ.
Reservations must be received no later than August 1.
Room and board stipend is $145—includes two nights
lodging, each in a separate room with bathroom and six
meals plus evening snacks. For information please call
Dave Sherwood of Holy Rosary Parish who has attended
for the last several years @ 206 938-1766.

Rally Round 4 UltraSound

Friday, August 12 and Saturday, August 13. at Ft
Steilacoom Park in Lakewood, WA to support 4US.org. The
4US mission: Illuminate hope for pregnant women in
crisis through the gift of ultrasound. 100% of all donations
collected go towards providing Pregnancy Resource
Centers (PRC) with ultrasound machines and training!
Why? Upon seeing tiny fingers & toes on a 4US provided
ultrasound machine, and assured of receiving free care as
long as it's needed within a 4US beneficiary PRC, 96% of
women in crisis pregnancies CHOOSE motherhood! Friday
Night includes a 5K LumaGlow Fun Run with a rockin’ DJ at
theBEAT. Saturday’s events include bike rides of 21 & 42
miles; 5K, 10K & Half-Marathons Races & Walks; a
Motorcycle Rally; a Family Fun Festival; and The World’s
Largest Squirt Gun Fight. Single and multi-event pricing –
all low-cost – with 100% going to ultrasound machines!
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Fr. Charles Ssenteza

KaWaP: Great Joy Over a Timely Gift
In the year 2011 Holy Rosary parish most generously
financed KaWaP 100%. KaWaP stands for Katete Water
Project: through this project fully installed plastic tanks for
rain water harvesting were given free of charge to families in
Katete Village. The tanks vary in capacity; from 1000 to 5000
liters of water, depending on the size of the family. 52
families, by which the village is constituted, were able to get
a safer, closer, and more dependable source of water than
the open, heavily contaminated wells they used to collect
water from. For almost all of the families in the village,
fetching water from the open wells has become something
of the past.

This 81 year old lady, living alone after the death of her
husband, calls the donors of her tank “saviours”

People will lose no occasion, public or private, to express
their gratitude for the project: at weddings, funeral
gatherings, in church, etc. I have been humbled on
numerous occasions by people, young and old, who
repeatedly go down on their knees to say thank you: I
always respond to them: “it is not me; it is God and those
very generous people of Holy Rosary Parish.” Indeed, every
one of the tanks carries this inscription: “DONATED BY HOLY
ROSARY PARISH, SEATTLE USA.” The value of a gift is best
measured from the perspective of the receiver: a person
living in the United States may not fully grasp the value of
the gift my friends of Holy Rosary gave to my people until
he/she comes face to face with the joy and gratitude
expressed by those people who received it. And it was
unheard of in Masaka diocese and beyond, that a whole 52
families get free and fully installed water tanks, moreover
the kind that is durable and of good quality (i.e.
CRESTTANKS). What Holy Rosary Parish did for us has made
and will continue to make news in Masaka and beyond.

The story of the benefits is told to infinity. Young ladies,
upon whose shoulders rest most of the home tasks
(including fetching water) after their husbands have left for
work, narrate their own great share of the relief brought by
the tanks. Much time and energy are saved and water
dependent tasks can now be executed without worry or
delay. Children and young people have more time for
themselves: to play, associate with peers, to do their school
homework, study, etc. They feel saved from carrying heavy
jerry cans of unsafe water for distances. For the elderly who
live alone and cannot go to collect water from the wells, the
tanks have provided an invaluable relief. Small undertakings
like brick-making, poultry and animal keeping, etc. have also
increased substantially.
CHALLENGES
 Two families tried to sell off the tanks for cash, but we got
to know of the fact in time and we stopped them: one
tank had already been removed from its bench and
loaded on a truck. We gave the tanks to other deserving
families.
 After installing the tanks we gave a course on water
economy and management, but many families still
mismanage their water and do not take time to clean their
tanks. We have had to put somebody in charge of cleaning
the tanks at least once a year, at a cost of about $3 per
tank. Our fear is that, if not regularly cleaned, the tanks
may accumulate a lot of dirt and become breeding ground
for pathogens.
 Some families sell their water off (especially to neighbors
who make bricks during the dry season) and find
themselves without any before the end of the dry season.
Episodes of a few people stealing water from others’ tanks
are the consequence.

The introduction of the rain water tanks saw the drop of
disease prevalence - especially of malaria, typhoid and other
water-borne diseases - from around 98% of annual infection
rate to about 20% (the percentages refer to the
approximate number of people in the village who are
Dear parishioners of Holy Rosary, I cannot stop thanking you
infected by such diseases at least once a year). Cleanliness
even as I know I will never be able to thank you enough for
and hygiene in families has also been much enhanced:
your love and generosity towards me and my people. I am
people can wash their hands and bodies, clothes and
so grateful. May choicest blessings from above be upon you
utensils as frequently as they want without worrying about
all!
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CLOW meets today during the 10:30am Mass
No Coffee and Donuts after Masses today

Monday, August 1
7:45 AM

Word & Communion | Chapel

7:00 PM

Baptism Prep | 7B

7:00 PM

Shoulder to Shoulder | Parish Office Basement

Tuesday, August 2
7:00 AM

St. Martin Sandwiches | Lanigan Kitchen

7:45 AM

Daily Mass | Chapel

8:30 AM

Tuesday AM Coffee & Donuts | Reception Rm

5:30 PM

Confession | Church

6:30 PM

St. Vincent de Paul in Room 203

7:00 PM

Pastoral Council | Parish Office Conference Room

Wednesday, August 3
7:45 AM

Daily Mass | Chapel

6:00 PM

Women's Spirituality Group | Parish Office Basement

7:00 PM

RCIA | Parish Office Conference Room

7:15 PM

Walking With Purpose | Reception Room

Up Next
August
1
Baptism Preparation
20
Parish BBQ after 5pm Mass
29
First day of School for Holy Rosary
September
5
Parish Office Closed for Labor Day
10
Charismatic Prayer Group Resumes
10/11 Parish Ministry Fair Weekend
11
Pancake Breakfast
16/17 WestFest Weekend!
18
Teen Confirmation Info Meeting
21
Walking With Purpose (WWP) Evening Group starts
23
Walking with Purpose (WWP) Morning Group starts
24
Shoulder to Shoulder Dinner
October
1
Italian Dinner

Thursday, August 4
7:45 AM

Daily Mass | Chapel

9:00 AM

Soup Kitchen | Lanigan Kitchen

3:00 PM

Orion Center | Lanigan Kitchen

6:00 PM

Children's RCIA | Room 203

Friday, August 5
7:45 AM

Daily Mass | Chapel

9:30 AM

Walking With Purpose | Reception Room

7:00 PM

Friday Night Men's AA | Reception Rm

Saturday, August 6
7:00 AM

Men's Group | Reception Rm

8:30 AM

Caring Mass | Church

10:00 AM

Baptism Prep | 7B

3:30 PM

Confession | Church

5:00 PM

Vigil Mass | Church

6

Congratulations to
Elizabeth Whetham & Michael Ortman who were
married here last weekend.
A donation was made in honor of the baptism of
Maximillian Africa

Mass Intentions for Next Week:
Aug 5:
Helen Novito Briglio, RIP
Aug 6:
Jim Bouker, RIP (5pm)
Aug 7:
Holy Rosary Community (8:30am)
Ronald G. Miller, RIP (10:30am)
Last Week’s Collection:
July 24 Collection Actual: $19,174
July 24 Budgeted: $28,534
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You're Invited to our Parish Cookout!

Yes, You!
Come say Goodbye Summer ... Hello Fall!
You know it's going to be fun!
You know your friends will be there!
You know you won't have to cook!

Saturday Evening, August 20, after 5 pm Mass,
Come have a grilled burger or hot dog and all the fixin's.
To help cover costs, we suggest a donation of $5 per person (kids under 12 free!)
For more or information, or how to help,
email one of these contacts from the Senior Ministry:
Jim Farris - farrismej@aol.com
Marianne Blake - mariannekb@aol.com

Submit bulletin articles by 5pm Tuesday to Sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org
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PARISH DIRECTORY….dial 206-937-1488 and enter an extension

Baptism: Contact Deyette Swegle at least two months in advance of your requested baptism date.
Marriage: Contact Sherry Smith six months in advance of your requested wedding date.
Funerals: Contact the Parish Office
Becoming Catholic: Contact JoAnn Tobin
PASTOR: Fr. Matthew Oakland
ADMINISTRATION: Gary Samaniego (gsamaniego@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 213
ADULT FAITH FORMATION: JoAnn Tobin (jtobin@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 203
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: Jennifer Wong (jwong@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 214
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: (Baptism & Young Families): Deyette Swegle (dswegle@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 251
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: (1st Sacraments, Children & Youth): Sister Stella (srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 252
LITURGY & MUSIC COORDINATOR: Paul Dolejsi (pdolejsi@holyrosaryseattle.org), (935-8353)
MARRIAGE & TRIBUNAL ADVOCACY: Sherry Smith (sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 210
PARISH & SCHOOL BOOKKEEPER: Rufina Miller (rmiller@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 211
ADMIN ASSISTANT & PRIVATE EVENTS: Melissa Tuthill (mtuthill@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 200
PLANT MANAGER: Scott Stoefen (sstoefen@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 215
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: Anna Horton (ahorton@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 218
TECHNOLOGY, BULLETIN & PARISH WEB SITE: Sherry Smith (sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 210
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: ext. 300
SHOULDER TO SHOULDER: ext. 301
YOUNG ADULTS: youngadults@holyrosaryseattle.org
YOUTH MINISTRY: youth@holyrosaryseattle.org
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO PRINT THIS BULLETIN AT NO COST!
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