THE JOURNEY OF FAITH WITH

Fr. Matthew Oakland
Welcome to Holy Rosary Zoo and Aquarium
When I was giving the church tour to the first communion families, there was a common
ques on: ‘What’s up with the peacock?’ This would be followed by another ques on
from others: ‘What peacock?’
The Church is the Domus Dei, Porta Caeli – the House of God, the Gate of Heaven. As
such it is adorned in such a way as to li our minds towards Heaven and remind us of
God’s ac on and presence in the world. We see this in the many portrayals of Christ and
the saints, especially Mary, the First Disciple and our patroness. But our parish church
also includes depic ons of various animals, some mes symbolic, some mes a representa on from a real life event.
So, back to the peacock. In the ancient world, peacocks were renowned as they are today for their beauty. The ancient
myth, however, was that peacocks are eternal. As we know, that is not the case. But Jesus Christ is eternal, and as such
peacocks have become symbol of Jesus Christ and His Resurrec on. The buƩerflies depicted on the Tree of Life are also
symbols of the Resurrec on, as the caterpillar dies and comes back to life—a new life.
The Lamb is another symbol of Jesus. This comes to us from the scriptures themselves. In the Book of Revela on, we see
the Lamb upon the Altar, with blood flowing from its side – Jesus, who oﬀered Himself for us. This was also foreshadowed
in the Old Testament when God provided the ram to take the place of the sacrifice of Isaac. And because of the miracle of
the loaves and fishes, fish have also become a symbol of the Eucharist. The first le ers of the Greek phrase “Jesus Christ,
Son of God, Savior” also spells fish in Greek, hence it became one of the first Chris an symbols for Jesus. The dove is of
course a symbol of the Holy Spirit, visibly descending at the Annuncia on, at the Bap sm of Jesus, and at Pentecost.
There are four images that are o en seen together: the ox, the eagle, the lion and a human being. These are symbols of
the four evangelists – Mark, John, Luke and Ma hew (respec vely). These depic ons come from the prophet Ezekiel
(chapter 1), which describes the four living creatures in heaven, each with wings, each with one of four faces. Ma hew
begins establishing the human nature of Christ. It is also in Ma hew that Joseph has the angelic dreams. Mark begins with
John the Bap st, the voice of one crying out in the wilderness. Luke begins with the sacrifice of Zechariah, the ox being the
sacrifice par excellence of old. John spends much of his me on the things of heaven, delving deeply into the mystery, or
soaring high as it might be otherwise noted.
Clams, or rather their shells, were used in the early church to pour water upon those being bap zed. Clam shells
therefore became a symbol for bap sm. They are also a symbol for St. James in this case, he being connected to the
salva on of a knight who fell into the water and emerged miraculously, covered with shells.
A couple of weeks ago I spoke of the deer on the new bap smal candle. It is a symbol of faith and longing for salva on,
and also therefore of bap sm. “As the deer longs for running streams so my soul longs for you my God.” (Psalm 42)
The turtledoves that Joseph and Mary brought to the Temple were the oﬀering of a poor person. But they also symbolize
fidelity, turtledoves only taking one mate for life. Similarly, with the flight into Egypt, Mary rode and is depicted upon a
donkey. In the Scriptures donkeys also symbolize industry as well as peace (vs horses which were used in war). And the
bear is just that – an actual bear that St. Columbanus asked to leave the cave because it desired to use it for his solitary
prayer (the bear complied). St. Patrick is famous for expelling the snakes from Ireland. This is literal, as well as symbolic,
as he drove out sin through the proclama on of the Gospel. St. Brigid has an ox, rela ng similarly to a story from her life.
So how many of these animals depicted in the church have you seen and wondered about? How many have you never
no ced? We have a whole flock of lambs and bevy of doves. See if you can find them all (not during Mass, though)!
There are other Chris an animal symbols as well. One of my favorites is the Pelican. In the ancient world, it was believed
that during mes of famine the Pelican would feed its young from its own flesh. Hence, the Pelican is a symbol of the
Eucharist, as Jesus gives us His own Body and Blood to nourish us and strengthen us along the way.
Ermine fur used to be commonly used for garments for the pope and high ranking clergy. It was believed to have
preferred death than to get its pure white coat dirty, therefore being a symbol of innocence and purity, like the white
garment of bap sm. Submit bulleƟn arƟcles by 5pm Tuesday to Sherry@holyrosaryseaƩle.org
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GROWING IN CHRIST

Holy Rosary Catholic School—SPIRIT AND MIND ignited
AccreditaƟon/Self-Study Update:
One aspect of our school improvement is an in-depth study of one par cular area of the
curriculum. As part of our Self Study this year, we have chosen math as the focus of our indepth study. By examining our Pre-K-8 math curriculum and analyzing our students' assessment data, we are able to
evaluate the eﬀec veness of our program and to iden fy areas for con nued improvement.
In the six years since our last accredita on, we have increased our math instruc onal me and adopted the new
McGraw Hill/Glencoe math series, which is aligned to the Common Core State Standards. These revisions, along with
the addi on of online Mathle cs and ALEKS programs, have strengthened our math program.
Current data is showing that these addi ons, along with changes in our instruc onal methodology, have improved
our students' learning and achievement in math. We will con nue to implement new ways of using data to
diﬀeren ate and drive our math instruc on for increased student learning.
On a final note, our site-visit dates have been set. The pre-visit for the Visi ng Team is scheduled for Feb. 15th and
our three-day site visit will take place from March 20-22. We look forward to the opportunity to showcase our
students, families and school programs!

PARISH & COMMUNITY NEWS

Daily Mass Update
Daily Mass and Word & Communion Service will be held
in the Parish Center Chapel for the summer. Sunday
services will remain in the Church.

Charismatic Prayer Group
The Charisma c Prayer Group will be taking a summer
break. We will resume mee ng on September 10 at
11am in the Parish Center Chapel.

Seattle Reign FC
Faith and Family Night
July 16 at 7pm:
Sea le Reign FC vs. Western NY Flash at
Memorial Stadium, Sea le Center
∗
∗

Questioning your views on Abortion,
Euthanasia or the Death Penalty?
All are encouraged to a end a 20 minute presenta on
by Voices for Life on Catholic Life Teaching, followed
by Q&A. Tuesday, July 19, 7pm in the Parish Center.
Everyone warmly welcomed.
VFL@holyrosarysea le.org.
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$15 Lower Grandstand ckets
(regular price $25)
stop by post-match for player and special guest
tes monials

How to Redeem Tickets:
1. Visit: www.reignfc.com/flash
2. Add desired quan ty in Lower Grandstand
3. Use Promo Code: UPLIFT 4. A er the price adjusts,
click ’Place Order’
855-REIGN-FC | TICKETS@REIGNFC.COM
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Bell Tower Structural Upgrades and Maintenance Work Needs
Our Bell Tower is in need of structural upgrades and
maintenance work. It has been leaking, something which
threatens the long term stability of the structure. The top
fi h is also not structurally reinforced, making it
extremely vulnerable during an earthquake, and
extremely dangerous to the surrounding buildings and
any people around should individual bricks or the en re
top come tumbling down. The mortar in the bricks on the
south and west sides is also in need of tuck-poin ng as it
has worn down over the years due to weather, and needs to be dug out and replaced. If not addressed, over me this
also becomes a structural problem. This project will cost $315,000 in total. We will be using our Annual Catholic
Appeal rebate to help us fund this project. At present, this amounts to a few thousand dollars, plus about $8,000 in
separate dona ons. We have $206,000 in our capital reserve savings account which is designated for projects like
these. As such, we need another $100,000, although it would not be wise to deplete this account en rely, meaning we
need even more. Please consider making a dona on through the Annual Catholic Appeal, or as a separate dona on for
this project. Dona ons can also be made through the
online giving site on the parish website. The Bell Tower,
like the church itself, is a wonderful sign of the presence
of God in our midst. It is a visible reminder during the
day, and its chimes are literally music to our ears and
those of our neighbors. The care and upkeep of our
buildings is out gi to ourselves, our community and
future genera ons.
PARISH & COMMUNITY NEWS

Cave Quest Bible Camp!
th

At Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish (7000 35 Ave SW)
Monday June 27 through Friday July 1 from 9am to Noon
(check in at 8:45am). Cost: $60 per child. For ques ons
or to register, please contact Marion at 206-935-0358 or
marionk@olgsea le.org. Bring your smiles and love of
Jesus!

Homestay Families Needed
for International Students
Are you interested in opening your lives and sharing your
American culture with a student from another part of
the world? Kennedy Catholic High School is looking for
host families for their interna onal students for the 2016
-17 school year. Interna onal students are excited to
experience family life in America, learn English and to
share their culture and tradi ons with their homestay
family. If you would like more informa on, please visit
www.kennedyhs.org or contact Teri Crosswhite at 206957-9628. Financial s pend is provided.

WestSide Baby 16th Annual
Stuff the Bus Diaper Drive
Help Stuﬀ the Bus with diapers this July!
Why Diapers?
• One in three parents in the USA has experienced
diaper need
• A month’s supply of diapers can cost $100 per child
• Diapers are not covered by government assistance
programs such as food stamps or WIC
• Desperate parents resort to cleaning out and reusing
soiled diapers, or wrapping their children in towels,
coﬀee filters or Ziploc bags

How Can You Help Stuff the Bus?
• DONATE DOLLARS FOR DIAPERS: westsidebaby.org
• HOST A DIAPER DRIVE: it’s as easy as asking the

guests at your July 4th BBQ to bring diapers.
• DONATE DIAPERS: In July at branches of Home

Street Bank and Les Schwab Tires.
• Or come to Home Street Bank in West Sea le on

July 24 to STUFF THE BUS!
To sign up to host a drive, donate, or learn more:
Westsidebaby.org/stu hebus2016

Submit bulleƟn arƟcles by 5pm Tuesday to Sherry@holyrosaryseaƩle.org
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PARISH & COMMUNITY NEWS

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Church Says:
God calls us to serve the divine plan in spirit and
truth. We are bound to God in conscience but not coerced. Humans must be guided by their own judgments
and enjoy the freedom to do so. This truth is manifested
most fully in Jesus Christ. The freedom given to us by
God does not mean we can do whatever it is that we
want. The Second Va can Council noted that in modern
mes people prize freedom and eagerly strive for it. But
it is o en cherished improperly, as if it gives total autonomy and license to an individual, to the point of doing
evil. Catholic moral theology holds that freedom is not
authen c unless it is in the service of what is good and
just. Choosing to do otherwise, to disobey and do evil,
abuses the freedom we have in Christ. Freedom means
that we are free to act responsibly. (1998, RCL)

HELP WANTED!
Custodian Position Available at Holy Rosary
Holy Rosary is seeking a full me custodian. Will be
responsible for assis ng in the maintenance and
cleaning of the school, church and other buildings.
This includes sweeping, mopping, floor stripping
and polishing, dus ng, cleaning bathrooms, other
basic janitorial and maintenance du es. Must be
able to li , carry and move equipment. Must be
able to work one day each weekend and evenings.
Compensa on will be in accordance with
Archdiocese salary scales including a full benefits
package. Contact Gary Samaniego in the Parish
Oﬃce for a complete job descrip on and
applica on. Posi on open un l filled.

Are you creative? Do you like arranging
flowers? We can use your help!
Every Friday a ernoon, a group of parishioners
gather together to put together the arrangements
for our weekend Masses. No experience needed. If
you are interested, please contact Paul Dolejsi in
the Parish Oﬃce for more details.

Director of the Office of
Marriage & Family Life.

Did You Know?
The Spiritual Exercises of St. Igna us of Loyola (died
1556) aim at increasing the freedom of the one who
makes them. They stress a freedom from inordinate
a achments and choosing to follow the way of Christ in
all our decisions and ac ons. (1998, RCL)
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This posi on will advance the New Evangeliza on in
the cri cal area of Marriage and Family Life with a
comprehensive and strategic scope of ac vity,
working in the areas of Marriage Prepara on,
Natural Family Planning (NFP), Marriage
Enrichment, and Marriage Support. To learn more,
please email inquiries to the Oﬃce of Human
Resources for the Archdiocese of Sea le at
hr@sea learch.org.
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Sunday, June 26, 2016
Coﬀee and Donuts a er all Masses today

Monday, June 27
7:45 AM

Word & Communion in Chapel

Tuesday, June 28
7:45 AM

Daily Mass in Chapel

After Mass

Tuesday AM Coffee & Donuts in Reception Rm

5:30 PM

Confession in Church

5:30 PM

Handbell Practice in Chapel

6:30 PM

Voices for Life in Room 203

Wednesday, June 29
7:45 AM

Daily Mass in Chapel

8:30 AM

Adult Scripture Study in Reception Rm

5:00 PM

Seattle Lutheran BBall game in Lanigan Gym

6:00 PM

Women's Spirituality Group in Parish Office Basement

6:30 PM

Finance in Parish Office Conference Room

7:15 PM

Walking With Purpose | Reception Room

Up Next
June
19

Bap sms at the 8:30am Mass

July
4
9
16
23

Parish Oﬃce Closed for Independence Day
Esoterics Concert at 8pm
Bap sms at the 5pm Mass
Parish Oﬃce Closed for Staﬀ Retreat

August
1
Bap sm Prepara on
20
Parish BBQ a er 5pm Mass
29
First day of School for Holy Rosary
September
5
Parish Oﬃce Closed for Labor Day
10
Charisma c Prayer Group Resumes
16/17 WestFest!

Thursday, June 30
7:45 AM

Daily Mass in Chapel

6:00 PM

Children's RCIA in Room 203

Friday, July 1
7:45 AM

Daily Mass in Chapel

9:30 AM

Walking With Purpose in Parish Office

7:00 PM

Friday Night Men's AA in Reception Rm

Saturday, July 2
7:00 AM

Men's Group in Reception Rm

8:30 AM

Caring Mass in Church

3:30 PM

Confession

4:00 PM

Choir Practice | Parish Center Chapel

5:00 PM

Vigil Mass

Fr. Mallahan Endowment Fund:
In memory of In memory of Rudy Vrtnar
In honor of Pat & Jo Anne Morrison’s 61st anniversary
DonaƟons were made in honor of the bapƟsm of
James Pusey
Praying for
Those in need of prayer:
Greg Bentler, Larry Nelson, Lenka Strmich
Last Week’s CollecƟon:
June 19 Collec on Actual: $23,968
June 19 Budgeted: $28,534
Annual Catholic Appeal Update
TOTAL Pledged/donated: $153,190.
Received: $100,038.03
Number of Donors: 441
2016 Goal: $139,091
% of Goal Reached: 110%

Submit bulleƟn arƟcles by 5pm Tuesday to Sherry@holyrosaryseaƩle.org
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PARISH DIRECTORY….dial 206-937-1488 and enter an extension
BapƟsm: Contact Deye e Swegle at least two months in advance of your requested bap sm date.
Marriage: Contact Sherry Smith six months in advance of your requested wedding date.
Funerals: Contact the Parish Oﬃce
Becoming Catholic: Contact JoAnn Tobin
PASTOR: Fr. Ma hew Oakland
ADMINISTRATION: Gary Samaniego (gsamaniego@holyrosarysea le.org), ext. 213
ADULT FAITH FORMATION: JoAnn Tobin (jtobin@holyrosarysea le.org), ext. 203
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: Jennifer Wong (jwong@holyrosarysea le.org), ext. 214
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: (Bap sm & Young Families): Deye e Swegle (dswegle@holyrosarysea le.org), ext. 251
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: (1st Sacraments, Children & Youth): Sister Stella (srstella@holyrosarysea le.org), ext. 252
LITURGY & MUSIC COORDINATOR: Paul Dolejsi (pdolejsi@holyrosarysea le.org), (935-8353)
MARRIAGE & TRIBUNAL ADVOCACY: Sherry Smith (sherry@holyrosarysea le.org), ext. 210
PARISH & SCHOOL BOOKKEEPER: Rufina Miller (rmiller@holyrosarysea le.org), ext. 211
ADMIN ASSISTANT & PRIVATE EVENTS: Melissa Tuthill (mtuthill@holyrosarysea le.org), ext. 200
PLANT MANAGER: Sco Stoefen (sstoefen@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 215
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: George Ho auer (gho auer@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 218
TECHNOLOGY, BULLETIN & PARISH WEB SITE: Sherry Smith (sherry@holyrosarysea le.org), ext. 210
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: ext. 300
SHOULDER TO SHOULDER: ext. 301
YOUNG ADULTS: youngadults@holyrosarysea le.org
YOUTH MINISTRY: youth@holyrosarysea le.org
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO PRINT THIS BULLETIN AT NO COST!
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