THE JOURNEY OF FAITH WITH

Fr. Matthew Oakland
“But now we know the praises of this pillar, which glowing fire ignites for God's honor,
fire into many flames divided, yet never dimmed by sharing of its light,
for it is fed by melting wax, drawn out by mother bees to build a torch so precious.”
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These words come from the Exultet, the great and ancient hymn sung at the beginning
of
the Easter Vigil. This is Holy Saturday—in which we join with Christ in the tomb, as
darkness covered the whole earth, as Satan appeared victorious. And yet, it was that
darkness which was the first to witness the Resurrection of Christ. Only the darkness
knows the time and hour when Christ rose from the underworld. The Easter Vigil of the
Holy Night begins outside as everyone gathers around the Easter Fire which banishes the darkness. The fire is blessed,
and then the Paschal Candle—itself another symbol of Christ. And as He is the Light to the World, the Paschal Candle is
then lit, leading the procession of all the people much as the pillar of fire led the Jewish people out of Egypt.
The Church, that place where earth meets heaven, is also shrouded in darkness until the Light of Christ enters in. And as
the Christ candle enters into the Church, it’s light is shared with the baptized who are present. Given the Light of Christ
at their baptism, this is renewed once more. The Church is now resplendent in the Light of Christ—from our Lord
Himself as represented in the Paschal Candle, and in those who share in the gift of His New Life.
The candle was blessed in a special way. The priest traces the sign of the cross,
followed by the letters at the beginning and end of the Greek alphabet to
symbolize Jesus who is everything, from beginning to end and all in between.
Once this is complete, the year is engraved in the candle—all centered on the
cross. The candle is blessed each year, we are reminded of God’s grace and
mercy which are ever new. As such, the year is inscribed around the cross as we
call to mind that it is the cross which sanctifies our lives and all time.
Once this is done, five incense grains are placed in the candle. These are small
nails with actual grains of incense—symbols of the offering of Christ—often
encased in wax. Nicer ones may be encased in precious metal.

Christ yesterday and today
the Beginning and the End
the Alpha and the Omega.
All time belongs to him
and all the ages.
To him be glory and power,
through every age and forever. Amen.
By his holy and glorious wounds
may Christ the Lord guard us
and protect us. Amen.

You might have noticed that our Paschal Candle this year is not a standard one purchased
from a liturgical supplier. Items used in the Liturgy, especially those which pertain to
Christ Himself, should be of noble dignity and beauty. They should speak to us of the
things of heaven. Art should always communicate beauty, which is an attribute of God
Himself. A couple of years ago I came upon a hand painted candle and found it
extraordinarily beautiful. I knew an artist whose work primarily consisted of Catholic
paintings and she agreed to take on the project. The result speaks for itself.
On the front, below the required symbols listed above, are of course the waters of
baptism - the waters of life. Above the cross is the Tree of Life, from which the Waters of
Life flow. On the backside is a beautiful deer, a symbol of our faith and longing for God,
and therefore baptism too.
The Easter Candle is lit for every Mass throughout the Easter Season as it remains in the
Sanctuary, the Light of Christ in our midst, to lead us and guide us home. The rest of the
year it is located next to the Baptismal Font, and is only lit for baptisms. It is also lit for
funerals, when it returns again to the sanctuary—a reminder of the deceased’s baptism
and the promise of eternal life given to them at that time. Now that it has been moved
near the font, be sure and take a closer look, and if you have children, point out to them
the symbols and their meanings!

As the deer longs for streams of water, so my soul longs for you, O God.
Psalm 42:2
Submit bulletin articles by 5pm Tuesday to Sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org
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GROWING IN CHRIST

Holy Rosary Catholic School—SPIRIT AND MIND ignited
A Message From The Development Office
It is with mixed emotions that I share the news that I will not be returning to Holy Rosary next
Fall as the school’s Development Director. I am proud of the incredible progress we have made
in raising the awareness and level of fundraising in this community. It has been an honor to
work for people that are as committed as I am to this amazing Holy Rosary education. Even though I will not return to
my current role, I will remain a proud proponent of Holy Rosary. I plan to focus my time and energy, in the near
future, on my family—which includes three busy Holy Rosary students.“Obrigado” (thank you) for your wholehearted
support these last few years and I look forward to seeing all of you on campus! ~Kamila Kennedy
A Message From the Principal
I want to welcome Beth Martin to the Holy Rosary School staff. She will be our Development Director for the 20162017 School Year. I look forward to the community working with her and supporting her in all of our funding
programs. Our new Principal, Fr. Oakland, and I met with her separately and we are very happy to have her on board.
The school is very lucky to have found Beth.
Beth has nearly 20 years of development and event fundraising experience as the Associate Director at the Detlef
Schrempf Foundation. She is excited to lend her expertise to HRS, and build on the foundation that Kamila
has established. Beth and her husband, Corey, have been Holy Rosary parishioners since moving to West Seattle 12
years ago. They have two boys attending HRS—Will is in 3rd grade and Luke is in Kindergarten. ~ George Hofbauer
PARISH & COMMUNITY NEWS

St. Vincent de Paul at Work
We visited a lovely young, Mom, very
literate, in a nice, clean apartment. One
who has had good jobs who recently
found herself a single Mom without a job
(due to the needs of her child). When she reached bottom,
wondering how she could afford groceries and fight a
rental dispute over the lease agreement, she was faced
with a shut-off notice of her utilities and possible eviction.
A friend advised her to call St. Vincent de Paul. When the
St. Vincent Call Center told her volunteers in her
community would soon be in touch with possible help, she
said she really didn't believe it. We (two Vincentians)
called her the next morning and made arrangements to
see her. We delivered help with groceries, a Safeway card
for fresh produce, and help toward her utilities bill. She
said “I have never been in this position before. Looks are
deceiving; visible is the pain of the homeless, hungry and
panhandler. Now when I look at people, who may look like
me, we have no idea what fears, pain and struggles are
going on in their lives.” She was overwhelmingly grateful as are we Vincentians for the generosity of this Parish.
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An Invitation from Fr. Oakland
With the approach of summer and the end of many
different parish commitments based upon the academic
year, my schedule becomes a little freer. I always enjoy
visiting parishioners in their homes—whether several
families together (like those events organized last
summer after my arrival) or individual ones. Sometimes
the origin of these invitations is a desire to have
something blessed—like a home. Other times, the family
or families would just like to get to know me a bit better
in a less formal setting, giving me the opportunity to do
the same. Sometimes it is in a home, other times it is at
a restaurant. I also enjoy watching children’s games,
meets and performances as well, as my schedule allows.
So, I am inviting you to invite me over! Contact Melissa
in the front office to make arrangements.
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PARISH & COMMUNITY NEWS

Announcing: Ministry Scheduler Pro!
We are pleased to announce that Holy Rosary Church is
putting a new system, called Ministry Scheduled Pro,
into place that will make liturgical minister scheduling
much easier for everyone! Using this online system
volunteers will be able to specify exactly what times do
and do not work well for you to serve. You’ll also be able
to check your schedule from anywhere and easily find a
substitute when you can’t make one of your scheduled
dates. We’ll be sending you more information about
how to use this new system in the near future. For now,
we’d like you to please ensure that the information we
have on file for you is accurate. MSP also integrates your
whole family’s serving schedule! Current Volunteers,
including altar servers, Eucharistic ministers, lectors and
sacristans, have already been sent their email invitation.
Please login to the “Web Terminal” using the link in the
email and update your general information, service
preferences and unavailable times. he email provides a
link to the online MSP web terminal, and provides a
username and password for access. Once logged in, you
can click on the “Help” tab at the top of the screen to
see a short video and printable guide that will explain
step by step how to update your information. NOTE: You
must submit your updated preferences and availability
for the next schedule (June 1-August 31) by Monday,
May 23 in order for them to be considered. If you have
any questions, please contact Paul Dolejsi. We look
forward to sharing more information about the benefits
of this new system with you in the coming weeks. If you
have an iOS or Android device, you can download a free
app that will make it easier to view your scheduled
dates, request and accept subs, and update your profile
from your mobile device!

End of the Year Youth Group Picnic
June 5, 2016 from 5pm to 8pm on Alki beach
Come to the EOY youth group picnic! We'll have surreys/
bikes to ride, hamburgers, hotdogs, lemonade and
s'mores for dessert. Please bring a side dish to share.
Parents and siblings are welcome. Come prepared to eat,
play, and have fun! Fr. Oakland is planning to be there
too! To register, visit www.holyrosaryseattle.org/
youthministry.

Marriage Is Beautiful (and Sometimes Hard):
A Marriage Enrichment Retreat
June 11, 12:30pm to 4:30pm at Holy Rosary.
Take a moment out of your busy lives to enrich your
marriage through this afternoon retreat. You will be
guided in a series of conversations about your relationship
designed to strengthen friendship and love with your
spouse, deepen understanding of one another, inspire
greater faith, and give you practical tools to resolving
conflict. Robert Fontana, who has an associate license as a
marriage and family therapist, and over 35 years of
experience in ministering to couples and families, will be
the retreat director. The fee will depend on the number of
couples attending., but we are hoping to keep it around
$50/couple. Couples wishing to bring their marriage into
the Catholic Church are encouraged to attend. To
register: call Sherry Smith at Holy Rosary at 206-935-8353
or Sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org

Holy Rosary Young Adults
The Holy Rosary YA Softball team is back in action and
ready to represent our Parish in the CYO adult Summer
softball league. If you are interested in playing, or even
just cheering them on, contact youngadults@
holyrosaryseattle.org! Games run from mid-June thru midAug, either Mon or Thurs evenings, either at St.
Bernadette's in Burien or St. Monica's on Mercer Island.
(The schedule rotates week-to-week.) There is a nominal
team fee, but there is ample team fun. The team is
currently practicing on Thurs evenings in West Seattle, and
will continue to practice once/week during the season.
Post-game and post-practice revelry is standard. Join on
Facebook as well! www.facebook.com/groups/
HolyRosarySeattleYoungAdults.

Custodian Position Available at Holy Rosary
Holy Rosary is seeking a full time custodian. Will be
responsible for assisting in the maintenance and cleaning
of the school, church and other buildings. This includes
sweeping, mopping, floor stripping and polishing, dusting,
cleaning bathrooms, other basic janitorial and
maintenance duties. Must be able to lift, carry and move
equipment. Must be able to work one day each weekend
and evenings. Compensation will be in accordance with
Archdiocese salary scales including a full benefits package.
Contact Gary at GSamaniego@HolyRosarySeattle.org 206.935.8353 ext. 213 for a complete job description and
application. Position open until filled.

Submit bulletin articles by 5pm Tuesday to Sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org
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HOLY ROSARY BELL TOWER PROJECT
The bell tower is an iconic part of our parish church. Rising 125 feet into the air, like the Church itself it is a sign and
symbol of the presence of God in the midst of our community here in West Seattle. It can be seen rising up above
the landscape—from an overhead flight, Interstate 5, and perhaps even from your own neighborhood. Each and
every day, the chimes ring out, and can be heard near and far. But
our bell tower is in need of renovation.
Phase 1: The Water Leak—$15,000
For the last two years the bell tower has been leaking. This is the
simplest project of the three, and plans are in process to complete it
in the summer of 2016. Left unaddressed, the water will cause
structural problems—destabilizing masonry and/or causing the
metal to rust.
Phase 2: Unreinforced Masonry—$150,000
The top 1/5th of the tower is unreinforced masonry—the walls are
nothing other than the bricks and the mortar. In an earthquake,
because there are no metal rods, diagonal bracing, etc., the walls
are much more likely to bow and collapse. The City of Seattle is
currently finalizing policies which will mandate that all such
structures undergo structural upgrades. This is a real safety
concern—to the building itself, any other buildings it might fall on,
as well as the people in and around them.
Phase 3: Tuck-pointing—$150,000
The mortar between the bricks slowly erodes over time due to the
rain, the wind and the sun. Sometimes it even cracks and bits fall
out. Water intrusion inside the bricks themselves leads to structural
problems. The mortar on the south and west faces of the bell tower
needs to be repointed and the bricks resealed to help make the
work last longer. Completing Phases 2 and 3 at the same time
would reduce costs of equipment rental. Similarly, if the two faces
are done at the same time, the cost would come down some as well.
Total Necessary Structural Upgrades: $315,000
Total Facilities Reserve Savings: $206,640
ACA Rebate Goal: $110,000 +
(It is not wise to use all of our Facilities Reserve savings.)
Last Year’s Rebate: $22,857
Phase 4: Lighting—$90,000-$205,000
Imagine if our Bell Tower not only rang out during the day, but also
shone in the darkness of the night, a true beacon of light. There are
some different options available. We could light the inside so that it
shines out. We could also light the sides, and for the biggest effect,
add detail lighting for the ledges, arches and columns. This is not a
safety project, as are the first three phases, but since some of the
necessary equipment would already be on site, it is an opportune
time should the funds be donated. Our parish church would
become a visible beacon in the night.
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Sunday, May 22, 2016
Coffee and Donuts after Masses today

Monday, May 23
7:45 AM

Word & Communion Service | Church

6:30 PM

Finance | Rectory Basement

7:00 PM

Adult Scripture Study | Parish Center Reception Room

Tuesday, May 24
7:45 AM

Daily Mass | Church

After Mass

Tuesday AM Coffee | Reception Rm

5:30 PM

Confession | Church

6:30 PM

Voices for Life | Room 203

6:45 PM

Handbell Practice | Chapel

7:30 PM

Traditional Choir Practice | Church

Up Next

Wednesday, May 25
7:45 AM

Daily Mass | Church

8:30 AM

Adult Scripture Study | Reception Rm

6:00 PM

Women's Spirituality Group | Parish Office Basement

7:00 PM

Contemporary Choir Practice | Church

7:00 PM

RCIA | Parish Office Conference Room

7:15 PM

Walking With Purpose | Parish Center

May
30

Memorial Day...Parish Office Closed

June
5
10
11

End of the year Youth Group Picnic at Alki
Last day of school for Holy Rosary
Marriage Enrichment Workshop

Thursday, May 26
7:45 AM

Daily Mass | Church

6:00 PM

Children's RCIA | Room 203

7:00 PM

RCIA | Reception Rm

7:30 PM

Pastoral Council | Parish Office Basement

Friday, May 27
7:45 AM

Daily Mass | Church

7:00 PM

Friday Night Men's AA | Reception Rm

Saturday, May 28
7:00 AM

Men's Group | Reception Rm

8:30 AM

Daily Mass | Church

11:00 AM

Charismatic Prayer Group | Chapel

4:00 PM

Choir Practice | Parish Center Chapel

5:00 PM

Vigil Mass | Church

Fr. Mallahan Endowment Fund:
In memory of Mercedes Rottinghaus Schrier
Praying for
In need of prayer: Kathy Esser
Died: Michael H. Lindblom, father of Mike Lindblom
Last Week’s Collection:
May 15 Collection: $17,620.00
May 15 Budgeted: $28,534
Update on ACA numbers:
281 families
$109,981 = 78.5% of our Archdiocesan Goal of $139,091
Parish Goal: An extra $110,000 (minimum) to fund our
Bell Tower structural improvements and renovation

Submit bulletin articles by 5pm Tuesday to Sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org
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PARISH DIRECTORY….dial 206-937-1488 and enter an extension
Baptism: Contact Deyette Swegle at least two months in advance of your requested baptism date.
Marriage: Contact Sherry Smith six months in advance of your requested wedding date.
Funerals: Contact the Parish Office
Becoming Catholic: Contact JoAnn Tobin
PASTOR: Fr. Matthew Oakland
ADMINISTRATION: Gary Samaniego (gsamaniego@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 213
ADULT FAITH FORMATION: JoAnn Tobin (jtobin@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 203
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: Jennifer Wong (jwong@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 214
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: (Baptism & Young Families): Deyette Swegle (dswegle@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 251
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: (1st Sacraments, Children & Youth): Sister Stella (srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 252
LITURGY & MUSIC COORDINATOR: Paul Dolejsi (pdolejsi@holyrosaryseattle.org), (935-8353)
MARRIAGE & TRIBUNAL ADVOCACY: Sherry Smith (sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 210
PARISH & SCHOOL BOOKKEEPER: Rufina Miller (rmiller@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 211
ADMIN ASSISTANT & PRIVATE EVENTS: Melissa Tuthill (mtuthill@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 200
PLANT MANAGER: Scott Stoefen (sstoefen@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 215
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: George Hofbauer (ghofbauer@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 218
TECHNOLOGY, BULLETIN & PARISH WEB SITE: Sherry Smith (sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 210
8:30 CHOIR DIRECTOR: Bob Ingalls (bingalls@holyrosaryseattle.org)
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: ext. 300
SHOULDER TO SHOULDER: ext. 301
YOUNG ADULTS: youngadults@holyrosaryseattle.org
YOUTH MINISTRY: youth@holyrosaryseattle.org
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO PRINT THIS BULLETIN AT NO COST!
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