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Easter is the season of the Resurrection. Last week, however, we returned to the 
grave. Last week I spoke about some things concerning death and our preparation for the 

tangible aspects of it. And this brings up another question—that of cremation.  

Cremation is the process of reducing the body to ashes through intense heat. 

Cremation was popular among non-Christian religions. It often reflected their own disdain 

for the body. The reason that many early Christian martyrs were burned was so that their 
ashes could be scattered in a mockery of their own practices and the belief in the 

Resurrection of the Dead. When Christianity spread, the practice died down, only to rise up 

again during the rationalist philosophical movement which once again not only denied the 

dignity of the body but also the reality of the soul. In more modern times, other reasons have emerged, such as a lack of 

space or money. 
Because of these anti-Christian sentiments, the Church’s constant practice until 1963 was bodily burial, except in the 

case of outbreaks of disease when exceptions were made. In modern times, however, the Church reexamined the issue. 

Cremation is now allowed, so long as it is not done for any of those reasons contrary to the faith, in particular in denial of the 
Resurrection. Even with this option, however, the Church is quick to state that “the practice of burying the bodies of the 
faithful is by all means to be kept.”  (Instruction Piam et Constantem allowing cremation) 

So why does the Church still have such a strong preference for bodily burial?  Much of it comes from our respect for 
the body as a Temple of the Holy Spirit. This was the body that was washed at baptism, that was anointed with the oil of 

salvation, that was nourished by the Bread of Life. This is the body that embraced others and whose hands gave food to the 

poor. Our bodies are an important part of who we are—hence the Resurrection of the Dead, when our souls and bodies will 
be reunited, and our bodies will be made like Christ’s own in glory. Just as Mary and Joseph of Arimathea wrapped Jesus’ 

body in the linen cloth as they laid Him in the tomb, so too we treat our deceased loved one with the same care and 
tenderness that we did while they were still living.  

There are other reasons as well. The visible body, though no longer living, still brings before us the true mystery of 

the person; it calls to mind the individual’s many relationships; and it tells the story of their faith—lived in and through the 
body. Do we not bring pictures of our loved ones to funerals?  The body is very much a part of who we are. A casket, even 

when closed, reminds us of a person. Ashes do not have this immediate connection. An urn could simply be another vase.  

As a result of this, cremation opens the door to practices which are contrary to the dignity of the body as well as our 
faith. A cemetery conveys a sense of sacred finality, of rest, or returning the individual to God. It is a protected place, which 

won’t become a housing development someday. Those who visit or care for the site pray for individuals as their eyes glance 

across the headstones. Leaving the ashes on the mantle or in the closet conveys the exact opposite—that we have not let go 
of the individual, that they are ‘ours.’  An even graver error is the scattering of ashes. Would we even think of taking 

someone’s body up a mountain to leave there, or to dump them into a river?  Then what makes it okay to do this with the 

cremains?  Is the purpose of burial our reunion with cosmic mother earth, or returning to our favorite place, or is it a time of 

rest in a place of dignity to await the Resurrection? 

Perhaps the gravest of all sins against the deceased body would be the fusion of the ashes into crystals or their 

placement in glass pendants. This is truly anti-Christian, as if we can capture the individual and always quite literally keep 
them with us, as if the body has so little dignity that it is now left to dangle around someone’s neck until perhaps being cast 

into the garbage out of ignorance or a change in fashion. Cremation should not change our view of the body, nor the 

reverence which is due to it as a Temple of the Holy Spirit—even after death. 
“The Church earnestly recommends that the pious custom of burying the bodies of the dead be observed; it does not, 

however, forbid cremation unless it has been chosen for reasons which are contrary to Christian teaching.” (Code of Canon 

Law 1176)  Bodily burial is the norm. Cremation is an exception. And “all necessary measures must be taken to preserve the 

practice of reverently burying the faithful departed.”  (Piam et Constantem) 

While the death of a loved one is always difficult, there is something comforting about coming together in the 
presence of the Lord and of the individual’s body, to offer them back to God. That is why even when the exception is chosen 

(cremation), it is still the normative practice that the body be present for a funeral. As Catholics, enjoining our prayers to the 
Lord’s in the Holy Mass is always the highest form of prayer, and there is no place more suited to commend someone to God 

than by celebrating His own death and Resurrection. For more information on pre-planning your funeral, contact the Parish 

Office. 

T H E  J O U R N E Y  O F  F A I T H  W I T H  

Fr. Matthew Oakland 
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St. Vincent de Paul 

STUFF THE TRUCK! 

Once again your St. Vincent de Paul Society will be 

sponsoring a Stuff the Truck event here at Holy Rosary 

Parish. The event will be held on May 14 from 9am to 

5pm in the school parking lot.  We will be happy to take 

your no-longer-needed clothing, books and small 

household items.  Unfortunately we cannot accept any 

large furniture or appliances.  Your donation of goods 

will help restock our St. Vincent de Paul stores which 

help the needy in our area. If you have any questions 

regarding the event you can call Dave Sherwood at  

206-819-1888.  

Ministry to the Homebound 
Each and every week, we gather together in the Church 

to celebrate Sunday Mass as Jesus gives Himself to us to 

nourish us, in His Word, and in particular, in the Most 

Holy Eucharist. There are those, however, because of 

age or infirmity, who are not able to come to Mass. They 

not only long for the Eucharist, but they also long for a 

sense of connection to the community which played 

such an important part in their lives. To meet this need, 

Homebound Ministers take Holy Communion to these 

individuals each week on a mutually agreed upon date 

and time, and serve as a wonderful connection to the 

parish community for these individuals who so often 

become more isolated. Some go on Sundays, others on 

weekdays. You can even carry out this ministry as a 

couple or family. At present we have individuals who are 

not being visited, and not receiving this great gift. On 

May 21st Fr. Oakland will be hosting a gathering for those 

who might be interested in this ministry. The gathering 

will be from 10-11am in Classroom 7A. Current ministers 

must attend as well. Please contact Fr. Oakland for more 

information @ froakland@holyrosaryseattle.org.  

WESTFEST 
 
We asked and you responded! Parent’s Club is thrilled to announce that we have a fabulous 
new event chair who is ready to keep our much-loved tradition alive! Mike Curran will be 
taking on the role of Chair for this Fall’s event weekend. Please take a moment to thank Mike for stepping up for HRS 
and thank Kara Klem for providing such a smooth Chair hand-off of roles and timelines! Go Gators! 
 

Holy Rosary Attending Robotics Extravaganza 
 
Holy Rosary has many teams attending the Seattle Prep Robotics Extravaganza this year. Both our First Lego League 
(FLL) and our Lego Robotics elective, led by Ms. DeFeo and Mr. Barker, will be attending, so come on down, stop by, 
and say “Hello!” Parents and children welcome – bring everyone you can think of to this fun and creative day. 
Saturday, May 7th from 9-11am at the Seattle Prep McHugh Gymnasium. It’s free for all, and includes face painting, 
crafts, and robots running wild! It’s an amazing experience for the entire family. 
 
This year’s Robotics Extravaganza is wilder and wackier than ever! There will be robots and drones, creations and 
contraptions — magnificent worlds with robots just about everywhere! But don’t just look — come to put them in 
motion yourself! Drive them on a course, race them against your friends, and dodge them as they buzz through the 
air — it will be a day of robots moving everywhere! If you have future scientists, budding tinkerers, or just plain 
creative geniuses in the family, this is the place for them! It will get everyone in your family falling in love with 
science and robots! 

G R O W I N G  I N  C H R I S T  

Holy Rosary Catholic School—SPIRIT AND MIND ignited 
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Youth Group Update 
The youth group meeting on May 15 will be held jointly 

with St. James' youth group from 6:30pm to 8:30pm at 

St. James. We will be carpooling from Holy Rosary (or 

maybe taking the Holy Rosary bus) to St. James. Please 

be at the School Hall by 5:55pm so that you can sign 

permission slips. We hope to return to the School Hall by 

9pm. If parents are able to volunteer to help drive, that 

would be most appreciated. This is a really special 

opportunity for our Jr. high youth to attend a high school 

youth group meeting and see what it's all about. 

 

End of the Year Youth Group Picnic 
June 5, 2016 from 5pm to 8pm on Alki beach 

Come to the EOY youth group picnic! We'll have surreys/

bikes to ride, hamburgers, hotdogs, lemonade and 

s'mores for dessert. Please bring a side dish to share. 

Parents and siblings are welcome. Come prepared to eat, 

play, and have fun! We will have a sign-up genius sent 

out closer to the event date or you can RSVP to 

youth@holyrosaryseattle.org. Fr. Oakland is planning to 

be there too! 

 

Home Care Assistants Needed 
$12.60/hr to $15.45/hr. 

Paid mileage and travel time between clients. Medical, 

dental, vision—even for part-time work. Paid training 

and certification upon hire. Paid leave. Retirement. Must 

be 18 years of age or older. Must have valid Driver’s 

License, auto insurance and a reliable vehicle. Criminal 

History background check. Interested parties should 

apply at Catholic Community Services: 

 Seattle Office: 100 23rd Ave. S, Seattle  

 Kent Office: 1835 N Central Ave, Suite D113, Kent  

800-722-3479 or jobs-ltckingco@ccsww.org. 

A Tribute to Mothers on Mother's Day 

This Mother's Day, we express our heartfelt thanks to 

our mothers for their unconditional love and guidance. 

President Theodore Roosevelt once said, "The mother is 

the one supreme asset of national life; she is more 

important by far than the successful statesman, or 

business man, or artist, or scientist." Today, mothers 

continue to play a vital part of our national character. On 

Mother's Day, we honor the women whose steadfast 

love and wisdom have made America a great nation. 

Motherhood is a rewarding and often difficult job. A 

mother is a child's first teacher and affects a child's life 

like few others can. Loving and selfless mothers can 

inspire their children to love themselves and others, 

work hard, make healthy choices, serve causes greater 

than self, and achieve their dreams. Mothers who 

protect, teach, and nurture their children with all their 

hearts strengthen their families and help build a better 

future for our country. 

Yet, mothers and expectant mothers today face greater 

challenges than ever before. Our culture of death often 

tells young women that precious life is cheap. Let us pray 

this Mother's Day that the younger generation will fully 

understand the gift of LIFE, the blessing of children and 

the honor of motherhood. 
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HOLY ROSARY BELL TOWER PROJECT 
 
The bell tower is an iconic part of our parish church.  Rising 125 feet into the air, like the Church itself it is a sign and 
symbol of the presence of God in the midst of our community here in West Seattle.  It can be seen rising up above 
the landscape—from an overhead flight, Interstate 5, and perhaps even from your own neighborhood.  Each and 

every day, the chimes ring out, and can be heard near and far.  But 
our bell tower is in need of renovation. 
 
Phase 1:  The Water Leak—$15,000 
For the last two years the bell tower has been leaking.  This is the 
simplest project of the three, and plans are in process to complete it 
in the summer of 2016.  Left unaddressed, the water will cause 
structural problems—destabilizing masonry and/or causing the 
metal to rust.   
 
Phase 2:  Unreinforced Masonry—$150,000 
The top 1/5th of the tower is unreinforced masonry—the walls are 
nothing other than the bricks and the mortar.  In an earthquake, 
because there are no metal rods, diagonal bracing, etc., the walls 
are much more likely to bow and collapse.  The City of Seattle is 
currently finalizing policies which will mandate that all such 
structures undergo structural upgrades.  This is a real safety 
concern—to the building itself, any other buildings it might fall on, 
as well as the people in and around them. 
 
Phase 3:  Tuck-pointing—$150,000 
The mortar between the bricks slowly erodes over time due to the 
rain, the wind and the sun.  Sometimes it even cracks and bits fall 
out.  Water intrusion inside the bricks themselves leads to structural 
problems.  The mortar on the south and west faces of the bell tower 
needs to be repointed and the bricks resealed to help make the 
work last longer.  Completing Phases 2 and 3 at the same time 
would reduce costs of equipment rental.  Similarly, if the two faces 
are done at the same time, the cost would come down some as well.   
 
Total Necessary Structural Upgrades:  $315,000 
Total Facilities Reserve Savings:  $206,640 
ACA Rebate Goal:  $110,000 +  
(It is not wise to use all of our Facilities Reserve savings.) 
    Last Year’s Rebate:  $22,857 
 
Phase 4:  Lighting—$90,000-$205,000 
Imagine if our Bell Tower not only rang out during the day, but also 
shone in the darkness of the night, a true beacon of light.  There are 
some different options available.  We could light the inside so that it 
shines out.  We could also light the sides, and for the biggest effect, 
add detail lighting for the ledges, arches and columns.  This is not a 
safety project, as are the first three phases, but since some of the 
necessary equipment would already be on site, it is an opportune 
time should the funds be donated.  Our parish church would 
become a visible beacon in the night.   
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Sunday, May 8 
Coffee and Donuts after Masses this morning in the School Hall 

Donations to Holy Rosary were made in honor of the 
First Communions of: 
Molly Combs, Lillian Athan, Evelyn Bell, Truwe Esser, 
Michael Tucci-Ringstad, Sadie Speltz, Elena Allen,  
Harris Giaquinta, Natalia Morrison, Molly Combs,  
Kallie Eckelkamp, Madelyn Addicks, Griffin Eoff,  
Riley Annest, Sam Fessler 
 
Donations to the Fr. Mallahan Endowment Fund  
were made in memory of: 
Sister Ludy Mendoza, Albert Bajocich, Caterina Tarlao 
 
Praying for 
Those who have died:  
Charlene J. Lucas, Mother of Leanne Lucas  
 
Mass Intentions for Next Week: 
May 10: John Picinic, RIP 
May 11: Virginia Radel 
May 12: Vittorio Coluccio, RIP 
May 13: Fr. Brian Snyder, RIP 
May 14: John K. Bajocich, RIP (8:30am) 
 John Goulet, RIP (5pm) 
May 15: Holy Rosary Community (8:30am) 
 Richard Weaver, RIP (10:30am) 
 
Last Week’s Collection: 
May 1 Collection: 17,805 
May 1 Budgeted: $28,534 
 
Update on ACA numbers: 
123 families 
$48,922 = 35% of our Archdiocesan Goal of $139,091 
Parish Goal: An extra $110,000 (minimum) to fund our 
Bell Tower structural improvements and renovation 

Up Next 
 
May 
13 Holy Rosary Mariner’s Night 
14 St. Vincent de Paul STUFF THE TRUCK 
21 Homebound Ministry Gathering 
 
June 
5 End of the year Youth Group Picnic at Alki 
10 Last day of school for Holy Rosary 

Monday, May 9 

7:45 AM Word & Communion Service | Church 

6:30 PM HEART Auction Meeting | 7B 

6:30 PM Handbell Practice | Chapel 

7:00 PM Adult Scripture Study | Parish Center Reception Room 

Tuesday, May 10 

7:45 AM Daily Mass | Church 

After Mass Tuesday AM Coffee & Donuts | Reception Rm 

3:00 PM YouthChoir! Party | Reception Rm 

5:30 PM Confession | Church 

6:30 PM Voices for Life | Room 203 

6:45 PM Handbell Practice | Chapel 

7:00 PM Facilities Maintenance Committee | Rectory Basement 

7:30 PM Traditional Choir Practice | Church 

Wednesday, May 11 

7:45 AM Daily Mass | Church 

8:30 AM Adult Scripture Study | Reception Rm 

3:00 PM YouthChoir! Practice | Chapel 

6:00 PM Women's Spirituality Group | Parish Office Basement 

7:00 PM Contemporary Choir Practice | Church 

7:00 PM RCIA | Parish Office Conference Room 

7:15 PM Walking With Purpose | Parish Center  

Thursday, May 12 

7:45 AM Daily Mass | Church 

9:00 AM Soup Kitchen | Lanigan Kitchen 

3:00 PM Orion Center Meal Prep | Reception Rm Parish Center 

3:00 PM Jr Hi Choir Practice | Chapel 

6:00 PM Children's RCIA | Room 203 

6:30 PM Parent's Club | School Hall (all) 

7:00 PM RCIA | Reception Rm 

Friday, May 13 

7:45 AM Daily Mass | Church 

9:00 AM Walking With Purpose | Reception Rm 

7:00 PM Friday Night Men's AA | Reception Rm 

Saturday, May 14 

7:00 AM Men's Group | Reception Rm 

8:30 AM Daily Mass | Church 

11:00 AM Charismatic Prayer Group | Chapel 

4:00 PM Choir Practice | Parish Center Chapel 

5:00 PM Vigil Mass | Church 
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Baptism:  Contact Deyette Swegle at least two months in advance of your requested baptism date.  

Marriage:  Contact Sherry Smith six months in advance of your requested wedding date. 

Funerals:  Contact the Parish Office 

Becoming Catholic:  Contact JoAnn Tobin 
 
PASTOR: Fr. Matthew Oakland 

ADMINISTRATION: Gary Samaniego (gsamaniego@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 213 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: JoAnn Tobin (jtobin@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 203 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: Jennifer Wong (jwong@holyrosaryseattle.org),  ext. 214 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: (Baptism & Young Families): Deyette Swegle (dswegle@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 251 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: (1st Sacraments, Children & Youth): Sister Stella (srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 252 

LITURGY & MUSIC COORDINATOR: Paul Dolejsi (pdolejsi@holyrosaryseattle.org), (935-8353) 

MARRIAGE & TRIBUNAL ADVOCACY: Sherry Smith (sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 210 

PARISH & SCHOOL BOOKKEEPER: Rufina Miller (rmiller@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 211 

ADMIN ASSISTANT & PRIVATE EVENTS: Melissa Tuthill (mtuthill@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 200 

PLANT MANAGER: Scott Stoefen (sstoefen@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 215 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: George Hofbauer (ghofbauer@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 218 

TECHNOLOGY, BULLETIN & PARISH WEB SITE: Sherry Smith (sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 210 

8:30 CHOIR DIRECTOR: Bob Ingalls (bingalls@holyrosaryseattle.org)  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: ext. 300 

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER: ext. 301 

YOUNG ADULTS: youngadults@holyrosaryseattle.org 

YOUTH MINISTRY: youth@holyrosaryseattle.org 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO PRINT THIS BULLETIN AT NO COST!  

PARISH DIRECTORY….dial 206-937-1488 and enter an extension  


