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HOLY ROSA RY  
 
cathol ic chu rch  

4139 42nd Avenue Southwest 
Seattle, Washington  98116 
206-935-8353  or 206-937-1488 (ext) 
parishoffice@holyrosaryseattle.org 

 
 

 
PASTOR:  

Fr. Matthew Oakland 
 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays: 

8:30 am-12 pm, 1 pm-5 pm 

Thursdays: 

8:30 am-12 pm 

MASS TIMES 
Daily Mass (Tue, Thu, Fri) ............. 7:45 am 
                     (Wed, Sat) .................. 8:35 am 
Word & Communion (Mon).......... 7:45 am 
Saturday Vigil Mass ....................... 5:00 pm 
Sunday .......................................... 8:30 am 
 ...................................................... 10:30 am 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Tuesday ................................. 5:30—6:30 pm 
Saturday ................................ 3:30—4:30 pm 

or by appointment 

PARISH STAFF: 

ADMINISTRATION: Ted Krembs 

(PAA@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 213 

ADULT EVANGELIZATION: Robert King 

(Evangelization@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 203 

BAPTISM & YOUNG FAMILIES: Deyette Swegle 

(dswegle@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 251 

1ST SACRAMENTS, CHILDREN & YOUTH: Sister Stella 

(srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 252 

LITURGY & MUSIC: Paul Dolejsi 

(pdolejsi@holyrosaryseattle.org),  ext. 204 

MARRIAGE & TRIBUNAL ADVOCACY: Sherry Smith 

(sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 210 

BOOKKEEPER: Karen Edgin 

(HRBookkeeper@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 211 

ADMIN ASSISTANT & PRIVATE EVENTS: Melissa Tuthill 

(mtuthill@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 200 

PLANT MANAGER: Scott Stoefen 

(sstoefen@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 215 

TECHNOLOGY, BULLETIN & WEB SITE: Sherry Smith 

(sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 210 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: Anna Horton 

(ahorton@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 218 

Behol d,  

I bring you tidings of 
Great Joy!  

COMBINATION BULLETIN FOR 
 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Christmas 
 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
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T H E  J O U R N E Y  O F  F A I T H  W I T H  

Fr. Matthew Oakland  

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year! 
Our Savior has come to earth!  Our hope, our joy!  There is a reason that these days are often 
marked with a great many celebrations—in Church, in the home, with family and friends. 

I myself have even been known to listen to Christmas hymns and carols on occasion 
throughout the year.  No other Holy Day or season has such a large musical repertoire 
attached to it, and music has this powerful ability to connect us with the beyond—in this case, 
with visions of Christmas Trees and decorations, of gatherings with families and friends, of special treats and candies, of gifts 
under the tree.  While such happy memories are not a universal experience at Christmas, I have been blessed in my life in this 
regard.  And Christmas music has a wonderful way of calling those blessings to mind, and filling us with that joy of the feast of 
Christmas and the season. 

But there is another reason that this music fills us with joy—music has a powerful ability to teach us.  The melodies help imprint 
the words on our minds, and in the case of Christmas carols, these words speak of the great mystery which we are celebrating. 

O Holy Night, the stars are brightly shining  
It is the night of our dear Savior ’s birth 

From the darkness of the wintry night we enter into the brightness of the Church, as its light shines out through the windows 
into the darkness of the night and draws us in.  Christ the Light has come into the world to cast out the darkness — to save us!     

Long lay the world in sin and error pining  
Till He appeared and the soul felt Its worth  

Created in the image and likeness of God, Adam and Eve, our first parents, chose to disobey His command—chose to eat of the 
forbidden fruit.  Cast out from the Garden Paradise, our lot now became toil and suffering, while the division of sin and evil 
entered into the world—not only separating us from God and from each other, but also tainting the goodness of Creation.  We 
now deal the frailty of the human condition, with death, with illness, with the injuries we cause to one another—longing and 
pining for deliverance and salvation.  And now that salvation draws near—in Bethlehem, Christ is born!  And in His birth, we are 
raised up. 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices  
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn  

Hope.  A new day—light which banishes the darkness.  Jesus Christ our Savior has come—and will not only triumph over sin and 
death, but promises that we can share in that same glory, that same victory—not just here on earth, but forever in Heaven!  As 
we lift our eyes from the midst of the world, from the goodness as well as the tribulations —we are filled with hope in His 
promise. 

Fall on your knees  
O hear the angels’ voices 

How can we not fall down and worship—our God who has come to earth?  How can we not adore along with the magi—the 
newborn babe, the Son of God?  God has come down from Heaven and dwells in our midst.  All of Creation should gather and 
worship our God who is not far off—but who has taken on our humanity, that He might raise us up from our fallenness.  Just as 
the angels gather in praise in Heaven, so too here on earth—and we should join their song.     

O night divine  
O night when Christ was born  
O night divine O night  
O night divine  

It isn't just the night which is divine—which was sanctified by His coming.  My prayer for all of you this Christmas is that you 
may come to share in the divinity of Christ who humbled Himself to share in our humanity.  May you have a blessed and joy-
filled Christmas.  May you know the gift of Salvation that Jesus Christ has come to bring.  And may that joy and hope, founded 
in Christ, sustain us the whole year through as we journey together in faith to our Heavenly home! 
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The Catholic Community of Holy Rosary welcomes you,                    

God’s beloved!  we wish you a very Merry & Blessed 

Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

Yes, you, whether you are a faithful parishioner, a Catholic who joins us only once in a while, a visitor, or a 

member of a different faith tradition, you are God’s beloved. That is how God sees you, and so our parish 

community wishes you God’s gift of Christmas peace. 

May you who are faithful parishioners rejoice in God’s many blessings and know that you have 

been a blessing for others. 

May you who have come home from college or far away to rejoin your family for the holidays 

know you are always welcome at Holy Rosary, your spiritual home. 

May you who are visitors find here a community of welcome and a community that rejoices in 

praising God. 

May you who are members of the parish family, but of a different faith tradition or of no specific 

faith, know that we hold you in our hearts and ask for God’s blessings on you. 

May you who come with sadness in your heart or who have experienced great sorrow, pain, or 

hurt in the past, sometimes from the Church itself, experience this Christmas a new beginning of 

healing, hope, and peace. 

At Christmas, God sent His Son to bring all of us to new life. If you would like to express this new life with 

us, we invite you to visit our website at www.HolyRosarySeattle.org or give us a call so that we can meet 

with you: 206-935-8353 

Artwork by Mia 

Grade 5 
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year  

from Holy Rosary School! 

Holy Rosary School has been educating students for over 

100 years in West Seattle. We are a Preschool (beginning 

age 2.5) through 8th grade STEM+ school. While many 

families are familiar with STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Math) the + piece indicates our commitment 

to a strong foundation in Language Arts (grammar, 

spelling, writing composition), Music, and Fine Arts. 

Additionally, in grades 7-8th, we offer 11 different elective 

classes that include 2D & 3D Graphic Art Design, Lego 

Robotics, Drama, Creative Writing, and Woodshop. We 

offer a varied list of after-school extracurricular activities 

from Coding for Kids to Hip Hop to Cross Country Running. 

Before-and-after school care is also offered on-site (K-8th 

grade).  At Holy Rosary School, tradition and innovation 

converge to provide a leading-edge education that is 

grounded in the Catholic faith. Students are engaged by 

enthusiastic teachers who provide hands-on curricula 

designed to spark creativity and encourage critical 

thinking. Each child is given room to discover and develop 

their own unique gifts. At every grade level, faith meets 

action through service and the teaching of compassion 

and social justice. Holy Rosary’s tight-knit community of 

passionate teachers and engaged parents creates a safe 

place where students become leaders from the inside out. 

January 28th is our next Open House from 11:30am-

1:30pm. Holy Rosary School has rolling admissions, and is 

accepting applications now, with individual tours available.  

For more information or to schedule a tour, contact the 

School Office: 206-937-7255 / admissions@holyrosaryws.org. 

 

Parish Advent Social 
One of the highlights of our Faith Formation activities was 
the Parish Advent Social on Sunday, December 3. Our 
Advent Social is a way to support families and all 

Parishioners to prepare for the season of Advent.  Faith 
Formation and RCIA families actively participated in this 
event by sponsoring and facilitating the Advent crafts. It 

was well participated with over 300+ attending and the 

children had much fun learning about Advent by making a 
baby Jesus, creating an Advent wreath, the three wise 
men and much more. Thank you to all our volunteers who 

contributed to make our Advent Social a successful one.  

 

Holy Rosary Parish  

Faith Formation on Sundays for Children 
Holy Rosary Children’s Faith Formation has been in full 
swing since September 17. Our Parish offers Faith 
Formation or Sunday school for children Preschool thru 
Teens who do not currently attend Catholic school. 
Currently, we have seventy children who are attending our 
Sunday School program. We support and journey with 
families in their endeavor to grow deeper in their 
relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ.  We begin each 
class time together in the Parish Center Reception room 
for our opening prayer, songs, and trivia questions. 
Parents have the chance to join us as we pray and sing 
praises to God. Every week, the curriculum brings the 
Good News of Jesus to our children in ways appropriate to 
their social, psychological and spiritual development. 
Additionally, we teach the sacraments and the importance 
of prayer. Our volunteer teachers are dedicated and 
committed to sharing their faith as they wholeheartedly 
support children embracing the life of Jesus. If you would 
like to register your child in Children’s Faith Formation, 
have questions and/or are interested in volunteering, 
please email Sr. Stella: SrStella@holyrosaryseattle.org 

 

Holy Rosary RCIA for Children 
Holy Rosary Parish is blessed with nineteen children and 
two TEENS who are preparing themselves to become fully 
initiated into the Catholic Church on Easter Vigil and Easter 
Season. The focus of our discussion currently is on the 
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist. 
One of our students, Quincy D, stated “I like RCIA class 
because I can learn more about Jesus.” The children are 
looking forward to their actual encounter with Jesus in the 
Sacraments they will be receiving on March 31st or during 
the Easter season.  For questions about RCIA for children, 
please email Sr. Stella at SrStella@holyrosaryseattle.org. 

There is something for everyone at Holy Rosary Parish.  

Come check us out! 
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Opportunities for Adults! 

There’s always more to learn about your faith, and always 

more to gain from God’s love! Here are a few of the 

opportunities we’re offering in the new year at Holy 

Rosary: 

 The Question Box is back! Ask any question you’d like, 

and drop it in one of the Question Boxes at the 

entrances to the Church. We’ll answer them in a series 

of evening sessions through the winter and spring. 

Our next session will be on Thursday, January 18 at 

6:30pm. The topic will be “What is Catholic Social 

Teaching all about?” 

 Sunday School for Grown-ups offers adult-level 

insights into our faith on the first and third Sundays of 

each month between the morning Masses (about 9:30

-10:20am). Our next couple topics will be: 

 January 7: “Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the 

Eucharist” with Darlene Chan 

 January 21: “What the Church Teaches on Life and 

Why” with Karen Robel 

 Bible Study! We’ll be starting a new study on the book 

of Exodus soon! Our current group meets on 

Wednesday mornings after the morning Mass, starting 

about 9:45. The next session will be January 10. If you 

would like to join the Wednesday morning group, or if 

you would like to join a group at a different time, 

please contact Robert King.  

 Curious about Catholicism? Been away from the 

Church, but want to return? We have ongoing 

programs for adults who want to learn more about 

the Catholic faith, whether you want to join the 

Church, want to come home to the sacraments, or just 

wonder what those Catholics are all about! We’ll be 

adjusting our schedule in the new year, so please 

contact Robert King  and let us know what time would 

work best for you 

 Want to take your prayer life to the next level? Join 

our Friday Adoration crew in the Church on the First 

Friday of every month, any time between the 7:45am 

Mass and 4:00pm Benediction! Or join our Rosary 

Makers group in the Parish Center on the First 

Saturday of the month after the 8:35am Mass, starting 

about 9:15am! And look for more prayer 

opportunities as Lent approaches! 

If you would like more information, or if you have any 

suggestions to make, please contact Robert King 

(evangelization@holyrosaryseattle.org or 206-937-1488 

x203)  

Coming Up 
 
January 
1 Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 Mass at 9am 
 
7 Epiphany 

 Saturday Vigil Mass at 5pm 
 Sunday Mass at 8:30am 

Festa Tri Kralja Mass at 10:30am  
with Reception following in Lanigan 
 

28 School Open House: 11:30am to 1:30pm 
 
February 
14 Ash Wednesday 

  Masses at 6:30am, 8:35am and 7pm 
 
25 Parish Lenten Gathering 

  After the Sunday Masses 
 
March 
28 Stations of the Cross with the  

St. Stephens Youth Group at 8pm 
 
29 Holy Thursday 

  Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7pm 
 
30 Good Friday 

  Living Stations with the Holy Rosary School  
8th graders at 11am 

 Stations of the Cross at 3pm 
 Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion at 7pm 

 
31 Easter Vigil Mass at 8:30pm 
 
April 
1 Easter 

 Saturday Vigil Mass at  8:30pm 
 Sunday Masses at 8:30am & 10:30am 

Laudato Si 

A weekly tip on Caring for Our Common Home 

During this darkest time of the year, spend some time in 

a park or walking by a lake, a river or Puget Sound and 

appreciate the wonder and complexity of God’s 

creation. Take a few moments to pray with, and for, all 

creation. 
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A Christmas Prayer 

 

God of love, Father of all,  

     the darkness that covered the earth  

     has given way to the bright dawn of your Word made flesh.  

Make us a people of this light.  

Make us faithful to your Word,  

     that we may bring your life to the waiting world.  

Grant this through Christ our Lord. 

 
Amen 


